
Sir Hacfarlene Ruruet 
Dirr?ctor 
Walter & Elita Hall Institute of Medical Reaearch 
Clinical Research Unit 
The Royal Helbourne Xoopitat 
Melbourne, Australia 

Dear Mac: 

I was glad to hear frora you in your letter of 20 August. 

It Is hard for me to think of anyone more suitable a5 your successor at the 
Hall Institute than Gus Norsal. It would be futile to try to find 5ommne 
who could in any aen5e replace the ptstsent irmmbartt, and I do not believe 
that any wiee administration vould attempt to apply euch a standard. Rather, 
I would view the problem as the assessment of the qualiffcations needed to 
guide the IWstitute over the next few decades of medlesl rersearch, over a 
period when complexitfes of management and methodology will play an fncmas- 
ing role, and on5 virtually a5 important as inherent mientific wfsdon. 
Fortunately, I believe, Dr. 19os5al qualfflrea, in an outstanding way on all 
of them counte. We had happy cau5e to know his effectiveness in getting 
things done in sometloles difficult circumstances, and hdie both deeply 
reotivated and very highly qualified for creative work in hi5 scientific 
apocialty. Perhaps the simplcat testimony to hi5 reputation inBe Uni1Jed 
States is that I know that he ha5 been eagerly sought after fox any ntamber 
of siguiffcant appointments, includfng the direction of department5 at the 
most outstanding inotitutions. Gus 25 wery welt known on the American scene, 
having made a deep lmpreoaim during hi5 visit here, and this in itself 
should not be disregarded as one of his assets 88 a candidate director for 
the Institute. Having had the good fortune to work directly with Gus during 
my own visit to %lbourue, 1 knou that he has a deep affection and 5ense of 
responsibility to his colleagues in Australian scicnc~, and I can only give 
the strongeat support for whatever such an external comment may be worth for 
his qualifications for the po$t, 

With best personal regards, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 


